
CEiVEO
ECTION

ISSION
.. ... - - BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
II AH 9? 33

3 )
4 Qgfce/tlatterof )

6 MUR61S7 ) CASE CLOSURE UNDER THE
7 OGONOWSKI FOR SENATE ) ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY
8 AND KATHLEEN HAAS ) SYSTEM
9 OGONOWSKI, AS TREASURER )

10
(N 11 GENERAL COUNSEL'S BKF9BT
in
™ 12 Under the Enforcement Priority System, matters that are low-rated |

X 13 [are

^ 14 forwarded to the Commission with a recommendation fordismissal. The Commission has
Q
H 15 determined that pursuing low-rated matters, compared to other higher-rated matters on the

16 Enforcement docket, warrants the exercise of its pfosecutorial discretion to dismiss mese cases.

17 The Office of General Counsel scored MUR 6157 as a low-rated matter.

18 In this matter, the complaint filed by Janet Kreisman of Jamestown Associates, asserts

19 that Ogonowski for Senate and Kathleen Haas Ogonowski, in her official capacity as treasurer

20 ("TO* Committee'*), failed to report outstanding debts m several disclosure reports filed with the

21 Federal Election Commission ("the Commission"). Specifically, the complainant alleges that the

22 Committee owes Jamestown Associates $27,361.94 for media services performed in early 2008,

23 during the period of Mr. Ogonowslti's unsuccessful race to become the United States Senator

24 from Massachusetts. Thus, the complainant asserts that, despite knowledge of these debts, the

25 Committee failed to report them on its disclosure reports.

26 hi his response, on behalf of the Committee, Jim Ogonowski maintains that he did not

27 receive any invoice or account statement from Jamestown Associates until after his campaign

28 had ended hi June of 2008, and was unaware of the oiitstanding balance until he received
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1 notification of the complaint from the Commission.1 Upon receiving the Commission's

2 notification, Mr. Ogonowski states that he contacted Larry Weitzner, the CEO of Jamestown

3 Associates, and resolved the matter on January 28,2009.2

4 It appears that Mr. Ogonowski, who filed a termination report on behalf of his Committee

5 on May 5,2009, may not have followed the procedures set forth in 11CFR Part 116, which

*n 6 provides, among other requirements, that rommittecs with outstanding debts mat wish to

J^j 7 tennmate must fUe a debt senlenient plan wim the Commission. Additionally, the Committee
U3
rsi 8 has apparently not filed disclosure reports with the Commission following its 2008 Year End
«gr
J5 9 Report, which was filed on January 25,2009.
CDH 10 In light of Mr. Ogonowslti's response concerning the status of his Committee's staff and

11 his assumption of the responsibly for settling his Committee's debt, as well as the relatively low

12 dollar amount involved in this matter, and in furtherance of the Commission's priorities and

13 resources, relative to other matters pending on the Enforcement docket, the Office of General

14 Counsel believes that the Commission should exercise its prosecutorial discretion and dismiss

15 the matter. See Heckler v. Chancy, 470 U.S. 821 (1985). Additionally, we intend on reminding

16 the Cornmittee that, untU it is terminated, it has a oonti^^

17 wirn me Conimission airi that oufetandrng debts s

18

19
1 A review of the public recoid indicates that the Qmunitto
Hrfite «uiBrf m HM mitipUlfMî  tmen aftar Mr OgnnftuifirJ ftdmlfl̂ ly frfMrnf «uiy» of ft» complainant'* «!l*fl«rinn»

oonoeraiog tibe outstanding dobt Mr. Otooowild notes in hli icapome that hii CoimnittBC treaturer, iloog with hii
mnainini ttaff, quit foUowing the Conunittce*! Inabilhy to obtain enon^i iignatures to puce bis name on the ballot.

Altar receiving die retponie, we contacted the complahiant to deterndne whether die billing dispute had been
resolved. She staled that the issue had been settled and aiked if the complaint coold be withdrawn. WeexpUined
tnatourproceo^restypk^ydonotcoideinplatethewith^
assured the complainant that we would Inform theComini*»k»tnatlhearaiplaiitf ludbBenfeKrfvedtoher

She also explained that Mr. Ogonowiki had unrtfrtakBntoiettletheo^Mibc$9^00ttDbepaidfirom
his own ftindSi as da* Oonnnittee apparently has no assets. AcconUng to • written contract between the parties,
Mr. Ogono wild agreed to pay the debt by making monddybstiJbwttpaynientodntNighDeoBmbef 1,2010.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The Office of General Counsel recommends that the Commission dismiss MUR 6157,

dose the rile, and approve the appropriate letters. Additionally, we recommend sending a

reminder to Ogonowski for Senate that, until it is terminated, it has a continuing obligation to file

disclosure reports with the Commission and *hflf outstanding debts should be included on its

reports.
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